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The big idea

What would a global science policy support
process for nitrogen look like?

What are the issues to connect?
Who are the players that need to be involved?

What would be the main elements?

How does this relate to other actions
(nitrogen and related issues)?
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Our Nutrient World:

A new inter-governmental focus

* There is no global treaty that links the many benefits
and threats of the altered N cycle.

Options
* UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
 UN Convention on Biological Diversity

* To extend and strengthen the mandate of the
Global Programme of Action for Protection of the
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA)



Parallel Tracks

Track 1: International governance involving
countries and linking nitrogen challenges of
too much and too little.

Track 2: A better coordinated science-policy
support process — gathering evidence to
support decision makers (INMS)

Track 3: Basic and applied field research
Track 4: Extension, training, action etc.



Work on Track 1 and Track 2 proceed

in parallel
* INMS
— Invited by GEF (Global Environment Facility) to develop the
proposal

— Follows on from recommendations of the Science and
Technology Advisory Panel (STAP) of GEF International
Waters.

— How can we develop a joined up approach to manage the
N cycle — building a stronger gravity for taking action, by
clearly showing and quantifying the cobenfits.

— International waters and other threats coming together.
* INMS is Track 2
* Other actions Track 1 developed in parallel.
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Functions of the potential working groups:

PANS: Policies and Analysis of Nitrogen Synergies (lead group).
FLAG: Fluxes & Levels Assessment Group

STAG: Sustainability and Threats Assessment Group

BID: Budgets and Indicators Development

CBAG: Costs & Benefits Assessment Group.

STORG: Societal & Technical Options Responses Group

Project Components:
C1:Tools to apply methods for understanding the nitrogen cycle
C2: Global/regional quantification of N use, flows and impacts
Demonstration and verification of management tools atlocal and regional levels.
C4: Awareness raising and knowledge sharing.
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Technical support to GPA
-Report status & trends
-Options with costs-benefits
-Successes & barriers
-Technical advice

Information exchange with
other science-policy processes &
stakeholders:

Inc. reporting of co-benefits to
UNEP, CBD, IPCC/UNFCCC, IPBES,
FAO, WHO, UNECE and other
regional conventions etc




